
Helensburgh Town Centre Public Realm

Austin-Smith:Lord worked with Argyll and Bute Council on the ambitious 
regeneration plans for Helensburgh as part of the CHORD initiative to 
enhance the economic activity in the town and improve the visitor experience. 
Key aspects of the project include the redesign of Colquhoun Square in the 
heart of the town centre, rejuvenation of all the principal surrounding streets 
and redevelopment of the West Bay Esplanade. 
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HELENSBURGH TOWN CENTRE PUBLIC 
REALM

The creation of an events arena and café 
quarter within Colquhoun Square, and the 
enhancement of pedestrian links to the 
esplanade, utilising one of the earliest street 
grid structures (dating back to 1803), has been 
enabled by improving the traffic management 
in the town centre. 

Car parking has been re-organised and 
width of footways increased, crossing points 
widened and all streetscape materials will be 
replaced with high quality stone surfacing.

Local character is reinforced through sensitive 
design features and enhanced by an arts 
strategy which takes inspiration from the 
town’s rich and interesting history. The design 
proposals have been developed in very close 
consultation with the resident and business 
community in the town following a range 
of engagement initiatives including design 
workshops, futurewalks, an online ideas 
bank, public exhibitions and extensive on site 
meetings.

The development of the ‘Outdoor Museum’ 
in Colquhoun Square has also provided a 
location and focus to display the rich and 
varied history of Helensburgh for local 
residents and visitors, both now and in the 
future. The community had hoped for a new 
museum, however as this was not within the 
budget, we transformed the bollards within 
the square, used to control traffic movement, 
into museum plinths thus creating an outdoor 
museum. The museum can grow and the 
legacy of the Outdoor Museum continues 
through the bespoke website – www.outdoor-
museum.com


