
Kilwinning Streetscape, North Ayrshire

The Main Street is the key open space in 
Kilwinning and the project aimed to transform 
the historic setting of the Town Centre and 
the Abbey with high quality, design led public 
space improvements. The creation of an 
attractive, robust and adaptable streetscape 
is encouraging the wider regeneration of 
the town. New paving, seating, lighting and 
landscaping all contribute to make this a 
dynamic space to attract new business, create 
jobs and increase visitor numbers.

Simplicity has been re-introduced to the 
street in order to highlight and enhance 
the unique and historic qualities such as its 
medieval curved alignment and the adjoining 
vennels. The gateways to the town have 
been enhanced through the use of materials, 
lighting and gateway features which help to 
highlight the presence of the Main Street on 
approach from Almswall Road/ Howgate to the 
west, and Bridgend Lane/ Church Street to the 
east.

Austin-Smith:Lord was initially appointed by Irvine Bay Urban Regeneration 
Company to provide a Town Regeneration Plan to guide the sustainable 
regeneration of the central area of Kilwinning. Following this, they were 
appointed as Landscape Architects to provide public realm proposals for 
Kilwinning Main Street. The project was developed in close consultation with 
the Kilwinning community and key stakeholders.

LOCATION: KILWINNING, NORTH AYRSHIRE

CLIENT: IRVINE BAY REGENERATION COMPANY

VALUE: £2.5M

SIZE: 11,000M2

COMPLETION: 2010

SERVICE: LANDSCAPE  

SECTOR: URBAN REGENERATION 

CONTRACTOR: LAND ENGINEERING

LANDSCAPE: AUSTIN-SMITH:LORD

STRUCTURES: ATKINS

SERVICES: ATKINS

COST CONSULTANT:  NEILSON PARTNERSHIP

TRANSPORT PLANNING: ATKINS

AWARDS:  
2011 SCOTTISH DESIGN AWARD COMMENDATION, 
PUBLIC REALM & LANDSCAPE; 2011 SILVER ROSES 
DESIGN AWARD, PUBLIC REALM & LANDSCAPE

KILWINNING STREETSCAPE, 
NORTH AYRSHIRE

“A shining example of what can be achieved. 
The creative thinking behind this scheme 
has invigorated the town’s main street by 
attracting new business.......This is a new 
beginning. Kilwinning is now on the up”.

Alex Neil, Minister for Housing and 

Communities


