
River Taff, Merthyr Tydfil

The aim of the strategy was two-fold: 
•	 To remove the perception of the River 

Taff Corridor as a barrier to movement, 
integrating the east and west of the town; 
and 

•	 To improve the physical environment of 
River Taff Corridor, and develop the river 
as an attraction on its own right.

 
The strategy sought to: 
•	 Enhance the public realm and clearly 

distinguish between the private realm; 

•	 Improve the ecology of the river to 
encourage recreational use; 

•	 Improve access to and from the river and 
the surrounding neighbourhoods; and, 

•	 Improve access along the Riverside 
Walkway and Avenue de Clichy. 

Maintaining good relationships with the local 
population was vital to scheme success, 
allowing a sense of adoption and ownership 
to be engendered amongst potential users.  
Flyers, compiled and designed by Austin-
Smith:Lord, were circulated to members of 
the local working and residential community 
explaining proposals, the purpose of the public 
realm improvements and progression of the 
works.

Phase 1 and 2 of the River Taff corridor 
enhancement have been completed through 
a range of public realm works, ecological 
enhancements and improved access, 
including a riverside pocket park, new fish 
pass, otter ledges, viewpoint, lighting, footpath 
and bridge improvements and railings.  Due to 
the popularity of the works undertaken to date, 
Phase 3 is now being planned.

Austin-Smith:Lord was commissioned by Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
Council to produce an Urban Design and Landscape Strategy and 
Implementation Plan for the enhancement of the River Taff Corridor.  Merthyr 
Tydfil is situated on the River Taff, which separates retail activities in the 
east from commercial and residential uses to the west.  In recent years, the 
development of Merthyr Tydfil town centre has largely affected its main asset 
and turned its back on the river, meaning that the River Taff is largely hidden 
from view.  
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