
PICCADILLY PLACE, 
MANCHESTER

Site plan

1. Piccadilly Place

2. Manchester Piccadilly Station

3.  3 Piccadilly Place

4. New pedestrian footbridge

The masterplan addresses the previous 
isolation of the site from Manchester Piccadilly 
station by adding a pedestrian footbridge over 
the road and tram routes that separated the 
two sites. This forms part of a pedestrian link 
from the centre of Manchester to the station, 
a route previously marred by poor access. 
The proposals sit within the wider context of 
the Piccadilly Partnership Framework which 
is targeted at attracting significant investment 
to one of the UK’s major transport gateways. 
The masterplan was required to deliver both 
practically and aesthetically to respond to the 
varied interests of Argent’s joint land owners, 
Manchester City Council and Transport for 
Greater Manchester.

The footbridge, designed by Austin-Smith:Lord, 
delivers visitors into an urban piazza at the heart 
of the scheme. A water feature connects the 
hotel to the North of the site, the office buildings 
to the East, the residential buildings to the South 
and also mediates between the changes of 
level and the tram line, which passes through 
the Northern end.

Piccadilly Place, Manchester 

Piccadilly Place is one of the largest urban regeneration projects to be built 
outside London in the last 20 years. Austin-Smith:Lord has played a key role 
in delivering the scheme for Argent and The Carlyle Group by first developing 
the masterplan and then designing the largest office building on the site, 3 
Piccadilly Place. The masterplan includes high quality public realm, a hotel, 
four office buildings, residential accommodation and retail spaces together 
with over four floors of underground parking. In the role of concept designers, 
Austin-Smith:Lord coordinated the work of six architects and artists within the 
overall scheme.

3 Piccadilly Place is a 13-storey building, 
housing 20,000m2 of office space. The building 
is clad in a copper-zinc alloy and its distinctive 
‘prow’ forms the centrepiece of the masterplan. 
Argent and the professional team shared a 
desire to procure a BREEAM Excellent building. 
This was achieved largely through passive 
means (strategic window placement) and as 
a result, at a cost of less than 1% uplift on the 
initial budget. 

Designed in 2005, 3 Piccadilly Place was the 
first office building in the North West of England 
to achieve the BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating.
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PROJECT: 3 PICCADILLY PLACE

LOCATION: MANCHESTER, ENGLAND 

COMPLETION: 2008

VALUE: £28.0M

SIZE: 20,000M2

SERVICES: ARCHITECTURE

SECTORS: COMMERCIAL

CLIENT: ARGENT ESTATES LTD

CONTRACTOR: CARILLION PLC

STRUCTURES: TIER CONSULTING

SERVICES: SHEPHERD ENGINEERING SERVICES

COST CONSULTANT: FAITHFUL & GOULD

AWARDS: 2008: PROPERTY WEEK NORTH WEST 
‘COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE YEAR’

PROJECT: PICCADILLY PLACE MASTERPLAN

LOCATION: MANCHESTER, ENGLAND

COMPLETION: 2008

VALUE: £125M

SIZE: 97,000M2

SERVICE: MASTERPLANNING

SECTORS: URBAN DESIGN, COMMERCIAL

CLIENT: THE CARLYLE GROUP AND ARGENT ESTATES LTD

CONTRACTOR: CARILLION PLC 

STRUCTURES: TIER CONSULTING

COST CONSULTANT: FAITHFUL & GOULD

AWARDS: 2008: PROPERTY WEEK NORTH WEST 
‘COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE YEAR’


