
Located within the city centre and the Piccadilly Regeneration area, Piccadilly 
Place is a mixed use development of 97,000 square metres comprising 
offices, hotel, residential apartments, shopping, food and drink over three 
levels of underground parking. The gateway site creates a new entrance to 
Manchester whether arriving by train or by car from the South. The masterplan 
augments existing routes around and through the site with the creation 
of a new pedestrian footbridge connecting to Piccadilly Station. Austin-
Smith:Lord’s masterplan is realised through buildings by several architects 
including our own Three Piccadilly Place, 250,000 sqft of speculative office 
space clad in a copper zinc alloy. 

Three Piccadilly Place, Manchester

LOCATION: MANCHESTER

CLIENT: ARGENT ESTATES LTD.

VALUE: £28M

SIZE: 97,000M2

COMPLETION: 2008

SERVICE: ARCHITECTURE, INTERIORS, LANDSCAPE

SECTOR: COMMERCIAL

CONTRACTOR: CARILLION PLC

LANDSCAPE: AUSTIN-SMITH:LORD

STRUCTURES: TIER CONSULTING

SERVICES: SHEPHERD ENGINEERING SERVICES

COST CONSULTANT: FAITHFUL & GOULD

AWARDS: MCCI BUILDING OF THE YEAR AWARD; 2008
PROPERTY WEEK GREEN BUILDING AWARD; 2008

Traditionally, the most important civic 
buildings use stone as an expression of 
authority, wealth and civic pride.  Equally, 
there is a strong tradition of mercantile and 
commercial buildings in Manchester following 
the prosperity of the industrial revolution that 
aspire to a level of civitas through the use of 
high quality materials to convey a message of 
quality, solidity and permanence. 
 
This tradition is extended through the use 
of copper zinc alloy cladding panels that 
fade from an initial golden brass colour to a 
bronze lustre, responding to the rhythm, scale 
and colour of the adjacent Fire Station and 
University buildings.
 
Design solutions sought to maximize off site 

fabrication and dry installation procedures for 
façade systems. To the prow area immediately 
adjacent the tram lines, unitized glazing 
systems integrated seamlessly with the 
rainscreen cladding system to allow safe and 
fast erection entirely from within the floorplate, 
allowing the tower cranes to be removed from 
the site earlier than originally programmed.
 
Off site fabrication was further utilised in areas 
of SIP panel construction for ‘temporary’ 
external walls between adjacent phases and 
for the unisex toilet pods. Craned into the 
completed floorplate area, the toilet pods 
allowed an accelerated programme and 
reduced snagging time.
Balancing orientation, view and solar aspect 
has led to the development that allows the 
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progression from high levels of solid to high 
levels of glazing across a façade, as well as 
around the many faces of the building. The 
Easterly façade therefore mediates between 
the high solidity of the Southerly façade to the 
highly glazed ‘prow’ of the Northerly façade, 
which must act as a beacon or lighthouse in 
urban terms.  

This consideration of the design allowed the 
building to achieve BREEAM Excellent through 
the use of intelligent lighting controls and 
efficient heating and cooling plant, eschewing 
overt ‘bells and whistles’ for energy producing 
renewables.


