
The curve was derived from the meandering 
Water of Girvan with individual buildings 
extending like fingers towards the river. This 
concept allowed the building to present a 
legible formal public face, and appropriate 
civic scale, to the main public entrance with 
an informal response to the river edge whilst 
maximising opportunities for daylighting and 
connection to landscape.

The building sits to the south of the site 
and the domestic scale of the in-patient 
accommodation connects to the existing town. 

The in-patient accommodation and the 
administrative areas benefit from views out to 
the river and the Carrick hills.

The circulation spine extends into the 
landscape to safely pick up pedestrians who 
arrive by car. The main service access and car 
park for the hospital are located at the rear of 
the site rather than interfere with pedestrian 
circulation. 

So as not to dominate the building the car park 
is designed to be a softer landscaped ‘park 
for cars’. This aspect of the design was one 
of the issues raised in the early consultation 
with Architecture & Design Scotland and was 
adhered to throughout.

A simple palette of traditional local materials 
was used, carefully considered from both a 
contextual and sustainability perspective. The 
building was designed to maximise daylight 
and natural ventilation with new sustainable 
technologies such as a 100kw wind turbine, 
biomass boilers and rain water recovery all 
embraced as an integral part of the design 
from the outset. 

Early indications from the NHS show that 
the integrated technologies are delivering 
significant savings in the running costs.
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Girvan Community Hospital, Ayrshire

Austin-Smith:Lord was appointed by NHS Ayrshire & Arran to provide a fitting 
replacement to the existing Davidson Cottage Hospital. Our brief was to 
create a landmark building to provide healthcare service for Girvan and its 
local catchment area. 

The £15.2 million project was developed from the outset with the full 
involvement of the Client Steering Group and the Local Community. The plan 
for the hospital was conceived as a series of identifiable buildings unified into 
a cohesive whole by a curved circulation street. 
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