
LOCATION: CARDIFF

CLIENT: CARDIFF COMMUNITY HOUSING ASSOCIATION

COMPLETION: 2017

VALUE: £7.4M

SIZE: 75 UNITS

SERVICE: ARCHITECTURE, LANDSCAPE DESIGN

SECTOR: RESIDENTIAL

CONTRACTOR: MORGANSTONE

LANDSCAPE: AUSTIN-SMITH:LORD 

STRUCTURES: BLACKBURN GRIFFITHS

PLANNING: ASBRI PLANNING

Hamadryad Residential Development, Cardiff

Our design solution was to create a high 
quality central courtyard space, alongside the 
Victorian hospital, having a shared surface to 
accommodate pedestrians and cars bounded 
by terraces of contemporary housing on two 
sites and a taller apartment building to the 
west. 

The apartment building is orientated north/
south and faces directly on to the river and 
Taff Trail cycle route. A six storey element 
punctuates the southwest corner and acts 
as a landmark when viewed from Cardiff Bay 
against the backdrop of Cardiff City Centre. 

This taller element combines with a four storey 
linear block to provide 55 apartments of one 
and two bedrooms accessed from a common 
entrance and internal corridors. Full height 
glazing to living areas take full advantage of 
river views and back across the landscaped 
courtyard.

The housing is arranged as two perpendicular 
terraces, one two storey and the other three 
storey townhouses.

These terraces are treated in a contemporary 
manner with alternating monopitched roofs 
animating the eaves line. The houses are 
clad at the upper floors using horizontal, fibre 
cement planks above a brick ground storey. 
They provide a mix of the two, three and four 
bedrooms for families.

The dwellings are designed to meet Code for 
Sustainable Homes Level 5. 

The Hamadryad Regeneration project involves the provision of high quality 
affordable housing on a former hospital site located close to Cardiff Bay, 
alongside the River Taff. 

The project presented significant design challenges due to its prominent 
location when viewed from the Taff river corridor across open playing fields 
and its proximity to the Victorian, Hamadrayad Hospital building and nearby 
residential communities. The site also contained a number of mature trees 
with Tree Preservation Orders and was relatively constrained within an area of 
land wrapping around the retained hospital building, bounded by iron railings 
and mature hedges.
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