
Old College is a single building located 
adjacent to the promenade and seafront 
of Aberystwyth in mid/ west-Wales. It is an 
iconic, Grade I-Listed, High Victorian Gothic 
display of 19th century eclecticism and one 
of the UK’s most significant buildings of the 
period.  Its evolution was far from simple and 
its appearance and layout is the result of 
phased development between the early 1790s 
and 1898, including a long period of constant 
use as a dynamic educational institution from 
1872.

The vision for Old College is to bring it back 
into full use without really changing it much 
physically and assigning uses to spaces with 
similar requirements to the uses for which they 
were originally intended.

Old College possesses very many 
spaces, each of different sizes, heights 
and design, making it a building capable 
of accommodating so many uses from 
exhibitions and gatherings to teaching and 
working, from dining and meetings to lectures, 
cinema and planetarium. 

The building is able to accommodate so many 
different uses that it can ensure the very best 
chance of business success, as a multi-use 
complex catering to the full range of
community, University and visitor uses.

Accessible from both its long seaward side 
and roadside elevations, with a number of 
entrances to its various distinct parts, and 
large central spaces inside, Old College is well 
placed to become an extremely accessible and
permeable building. People will be able to 
congregate in its Quadrangle, its Foyer, the Old 
Hall, the Library or around many of the other 
entrances and large rooms.

Austin-Smith:lord is continuing to develop 
a vision for the future of the building and 
is working with the University and other 
stakeholders to achieve a viable and 
sustainable balance between restoration and 
adaptation.

In 2012, Aberystwyth University engaged Austin-Smith:Lord to lead the 
preparation of a Feasibility into the adaptive reuse of the Grade 1 listed Old 
College building in Aberystwyth. This Study was completed in 2013.
In 2015, the University revisited the findings of that Study and reviewed the 
options presented in the earlier study and prepared an updated Business 
Case. Following this, the University again engaged Austin-Smith:Lord to 
prepare revised information describing the potential use(s) of the building in 
the future in support of a Heritage Lottery Funding Application.

Heritage Lottery Funding for the Development Stage was confirmed in 
summer 2017 and Austin-Smith:Lord is now developing the detailed design of 
the capital project due to be completed in 2021.
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LOCATION: ABERYSTWYTH, CEREDIGION
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STRUCTURES: MANN WILLIAMS
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