
The completed design is considered to meet 
the NHS brief by achieving the objectives of:
•	 Maximising the delivery of quality 

healthcare in the appropriate setting
•	 Improving the programme of better 

healthcare offered
•	 Replacing the old Migdale Hospital 

with fit for purpose facilities meeting 
the needs of Old Age Psychiatry, care 
for GP patients allied with other health 
professional services including outpatient 
physiotherapy and also enhanced 
community services. 

 
Key issues associated with developing the 
design concept were to:
•	 Maximise enjoyment of spectacular views 

of the Kyle of Sutherland to the south 
west.

•	 Create contemplative day facilities to 
the rear side of the site divorced from all 
vehicle access sounds to the front.

•	 Develop a 2 storey solution to suit 
sloping site topology avoiding the cost 
associated with a large redundant under 
building and consequently discretely 
locating back up facilitates to reduce the 

scale of the hospital. The linear form of 
the design is set out to “work with” the site 
contours.

•	 Achieve a clear circulation with easily 
identified departments arranged to suit 
activity adjacencies and to suit NHS 
functional requirements.

•	 Maintain flexibility for future extension 
should NHS Highland require to expand 
this facility at a later date.

•	 Promote a sustainable approach to 
building design.

The building is designed to ensure systems are 
energy efficient and provided with appropriate 
and simplistic automatic controls, capable 
of expansion, minimising of building CO2 
emissions and reducing energy consumption, 
including solar shading and selection of 
materials with recycled content. 

A biomass fuelled boiler provides the heating 
for the building.

Austin-Smith:Lord were appointed as Lead Consultant for the NHS Highland 
to build a new £6.2m hospital in Bonar Bridge on a Greenfield site in 
Sutherland to replace Migdale Hospital. 

The hospital is designed to provide treatment for elderly care and includes 22 
inpatient beds, 12 of which are designed to EMI standards.  

The University of Stirling’s Dementia Services Development Centre provided 
guidance on the hospital design and their recommendations assisted in the 
choice of colours, fixtures, materials and lighting strategy.
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“Sutherland Access Panel would like to 
highlight the ease of access throughout the 
hospital and the way that access although 
secure is easy to negotiate by disabled 
members of the community.  From the time 
that a disabled person arrives and parks their 
car, the flow through the hospital is clear and 
easy to follow, unlike some hospitals  where 
people need escorts to be able to find their 
way around.  We would also like the thank 
those involved in the garden design as these 
have also been designed disabled friendly, 
something that most projects overlook”

A Dawson, Secretary
Sutherland Access Panel


