
The G-Live venue is located  in a prominent 
location at the top of the steep medieval 
high street, marking the transition to wider, 
leafier parkland and residential areas beyond. 
By wrapping the main auditorium box in a 
smaller scaled glass façade containing foyer 
and ancillary spaces, the building retains an 
indeterminate scale; part civic landmark, part 
garden building.

A major consideration of the Cultural Quarter 
masterplan was to deliver an effective 
and integrated public realm. The design 
incorporates public squares which flow directly 
into the public foyers, linking high street and 
parkland and transforming the multiple levels 
of interior foyer into an extension of the public 
domain. The studio rehearsal space opens 
directly to the parkland with grassland tiers for 
‘al-fresco’ performances.

Due to constant pressure on commercial 
viability of large venues the main auditorium 
needed maximum flexibility. It accommodates 
1,000 seated, but retractable seating enables a 
flat floor configuration increasing the capacity 
to 1,700.

The latest electro-acoustic enhancement 
technology, adjustable over-stage reflectors 
and facetted diffusers on the flank walls 
offer added flexibility, providing near perfect 
acoustic conditions for a variety of uses 
including rock, classical, musicals, theatre and 
comedy. 

The 100-seat studio is designed as a self-
contained performance space, but can be 
transformed into a conference suite, function 
room or foyer overspill with integral bar.  

Site plan

Austin-Smith:Lord was commissioned to prepare a  masterplan for a new 
Cultural Quarter in Guildford town centre which included a requirement for an 
entertainment venue and a new 4* 185-bedroom hotel.  

Austin-Smith:Lord was subsequently appointed to design the entertainment 
venue and to prepare a concept design for the hotel.

The Austin-Smith:Lord designed RIBA Award winning G-Live Concert Hall  
opened to the public in September 2011. 

It comprises a flexible multi-purpose auditorium, flexible studio rehearsal 
space, conference and seminar rooms, a café, bars and foyer space.  The 
venue provides a focus for cultural events in the evening and is an important 
social hub and meeting place during the day. 
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G-Live achieved an ‘Excellent’ BREEAM rating 
due to the successful integration of a number 
of elements at an early stage.  These include 
a self-contained biomass boiler system and 
naturally ventilated foyer areas linked to a 
building management system. Both reduce the 
building’s energy consumption and generate 
considerable energy savings.

External materials were selected from 
sustainable sources with the external rain-
screen cladding formed of recycled porcelain 
tiles. An acoustically-isolated double wall and 
roof system enhances the auditorium’s thermal 
and sound insulation, significantly limiting 
noise breakout to neighbouring residential 
properties.  


