
A team led by Austin-Smith:Lord, working in in collaboration with MVRDV, 
were shortlisted in a design competition to revitalise the vacant, B-Listed Perth 
City Hall to bring the building back into public use and create an international 
cultural destination for permanent and temporary exhibits. The neo-Classical 
hall has been closed since 2006. The revitalised building will deliver 3,000 
sqm of cultural, creative and community spaces in the heart of the city centre.

Our proposed design concept was summarised in our entry as follows:

We love the old building – so let’s keep the best historic features and open up 
the box to welcome everybody to Perth’s Living Room! Perth City Hall (PCH) is 
contained by (and contains) a series of urban rooms. PCH and St John’s Kirk sit 
within a large urban space accessed via historic vennels and streets. Within the 
main hall is the Art Mixer – a super flexible exhibit space. In combination these 
interlinked boxes create the City’s Living Room.

A new Urban Door facing the Kirk’s West creates a new entrance – the Perth 
Portal. A huge hinged façade forms a new doorway to welcome the city. Routes 
from Perth’s constellation of cultural assets including the Museum and Art 
Gallery and Concert Hall trace across the city to this new eastern entrance. The 
former Lesser Hall – now redefined as the More Hall – provides level access 
giving a seamless transition from outside to inside. The existing entrance is 
retained as a formal, occasional access with a visual link to the High Street.
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The Panoramic Roof Garden and all level of the 
building are accessed by a loop route; grand 
stair and scenic lift which reveal themselves to 
the street and the city. The loop creates a civic 
circuit from street to roof-top garden and back; 
either the culmination of the cultural visit or a 
destination in its own right.

PCH main hall is a box within a box. By 
removing the ceiling of the hall and installing 
new clear span structure above the retained 
walls a new Vault is formed. This Vault is the 
‘machine’ from which artefacts, separators and 
walkways are suspended in the Art Mixer - a 
highly adaptable, dynamic cultural showcase.  
Art, artefacts, walkways and separators are 
hung from the Vault gantries. Exhibitions 
(grand and intimate) can be staged, as well as 
performances, gatherings and public events. 
The Art Mixer is an art / display space unlike any 
other.

The Perth Portal clearly distinguishes the old 
and the new; the 20th Century Edwardian 
neo-classical and the fresh 21st Century 
interventions. This duality of ancient and 
modern is celebrated in the two faces of the 
building; a 20th and 21st C Portal; taking 
Perth’s collective memory from the past, thru 
the present to the possible. 

The Art Mixer is wrapped by Permanent 
Exhibition Galleries that are contained within 
an extrusion of the historic façade to create an 
additional roof top gallery; a gift to Perth. This 
extrusion is clad in glass and mirror to create a 
mirage at roof level and a beacon at night.

Above the Art Mixer and Galleries is a new civic 
space for Perth; a roof top garden in homage 
to Patrick Geddes with panoramic views of 
the city setting. Trees are elevated to this 
new public platform enhancing biodiversity 
and providing a tranquil setting for outlook, 
contemplation, culture and a coffee.

This fusion of Urban Rooms, Art Mixer, 
Panoramic Loop and Roof Gardens creates 
a cultural hub that will activate and inspire 
Perth and attract visitors from near and far. 
PCH would become the natural venue for 
international blockbuster exhibitions, gala 
occasions and community focused cultural 
events; the place for Perth to showcase itself to 
the world, and vice versa.

Our proposal was to redefine Perth City Hall as 
Perth’s Living Room; a place for everybody to 
enjoy. We proposed a fresh, dynamic cultural 
collector and connector reflecting Perth’s 
place in the modern world; a new type of 
exhibition space, unique in its flexibility and 
adaptability revealed by peeling back the 
stone facade. 

The Austin-Smith:Lord / MVRDV proposal 
received the most votes in a public and online 
exhibition.


