
Old College is a single building located 
adjacent to the promenade and seafront 
of Aberystwyth in mid/ west-Wales. It is an 
iconic, Grade I-Listed, High Victorian Gothic 
display of 19th century eclecticism and one 
of the UK’s most significant buildings of the 
period.  Its evolution was far from simple and 
its appearance and layout is the result of 
phased development between the early 1790s 
and 1898, including a long period of constant 
use as a dynamic educational institution from 
1872.

The vision for Old College is to bring it back 
into full use. Conservation planning identified 
uses for spaces similar to the original functions, 
while understanding significance identified 
areas with the greatest capacity for change.

Old College possesses many spaces, each 
of different sizes, heights and design, making 
it a building capable of accommodating 
a wide range of uses.. The allocation of 
uses, occupancies and activities will ensure 
sustainable business success, as a multi-use 
complex catering to the full range of
community, University and visitor uses.

Working closely with Cadw and Ceredigion 
County Council’s Conservation Officer we 
have devised a thorough programme of repairs 
based on detailed investigation and research 
and we are providing conservation advice to 
other design team consultants and Lawray 
Architects as Lead Designer to ensure the 
historic fabric is restored and preserved to the 
highest standards.

Our Interior Design proposals are also 
developing in parallel with intensive research 
into colour schemes and materials that would 
have been used in the Victorian construction 
process.

Whilst the building has very little open space 
within its curtilage our landscape Design 
proposals consider the enhancement of 
access into the building from the promenade 
and King Street to the land-ward side as well as 
working with the End-User client and Church 
in Wales representatives to reconfigure the 
adjacent St Michael’s Church car park for 
future shared use with minimal impact on the 
historic setting of both Old College and the 
Church as well as the nearby mediaeval Castle 
ruin.

Austin-Smith:Lord has had a longstanding relationship with Old College and 
has been instrumental in the delivery of a restoration and adaptive re-use 
project for the building since 2012.

In 2012, Aberystwyth University engaged Austin-Smith:Lord to lead the 
preparation of a Feasibility Study into the adaptive reuse of the Grade 1 listed 
Old College building in Aberystwyth. This Study was completed in 2013.

In 2015, the University revisited the findings of that Study, reviewed the 
options presented and prepared an updated Business Case. Following 
this, the University again engaged Austin-Smith:Lord to prepare revised 
information describing the potential use(s) of the building in the future in 
support of a Heritage Lottery Funding Stage 1 Application.

Stage 1 Funding for the Development Stage was confirmed in summer 2017 
and Austin-Smith:Lord joined a team led by Lawray Architects to provide 
Conservation Architecture, Interior Design and Landscape Design services 
through to submission of a full Planning and Listed Building Consent 
Application and National Lottery heritage Fund Stage 2 Application. 

Stage 2 funding was confirmed in December 2019 and Austin-Smith:Lord is 
developing the detailed design of the Conservation, Interiors and Landscape 
components of the scheme with Main Contractor appointment due in 2020 
and the capital project due to be completed in late 2021.
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