
THE BLUECOAT,
LIVERPOOL

As executive and landscape architects we managed 
the large project team, working alongside concept 
architect BIQ Architecten and conservation specialist 
Donal Insall Associates, to bring together the old and 
the new, by restoring the Queen Anne ‘H-plan’ that 
had been lost in World War II bomb damage. 

The re-organisation of existing spaces and 
creation of better disabled access throughout, is 
complemented by new retail spaces, improved 
function and meeting rooms, cultural business 
offices and arts and crafts studios.

The extension was designed as a continuation of the 
building’s historic fabric – the use of a well-crafted 
stack bonded brick alludes to the main building 
while holding its own as a bold new addition. The 
gallery walls and ceilings were conceived as large 
picture frames, the concrete walls recessed with a 
plasterboard infill, creating a square within a square. 

A key element of the building renewal is where the 
old meets the new - a three-storey void vertically 
organises reconfigured studio spaces to the 
new wing. Designed by BIQ to be inanimate in 
programme, the space presents the user and visitor 
alike with an explanation of the connection between 
new and old. 

The project won several awards in 2008 and 
UNESCO commended it as a contemporary and 
sensitive approach to dealing with a historic city 
centre building. The Bluecoat now welcomes over 
half a million visitors a year.

Site plan

The Bluecoat, Liverpool

The Bluecoat is the earliest surviving building in Liverpool city centre and the 
oldest arts space of its kind in the United Kingdom. Built in 1717 as a school 
for poor children, it became an arts centre in 1911, and hosted the first ever UK 
exhibition outside of London featuring works by Picasso, Matisse, Cézanne and 
Van Gogh. 

Austin-Smith:Lord’s brief was to reposition the arts centre as the city’s new 
creative hub, restoring the historic fabric of the Grade I listed building, 
improving access and adding a new wing for an art gallery and multi-purpose 
performance space in time for the European Capital of Culture celebrations in 
2008.
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LOCATION: LIVERPOOL 

COMPLETION: 2008

VALUE: £12.5M

SIZE: 2,250M2 (NEW EXTENSION: 300M2)

SERVICE: ARCHITECTURE, INTERIORS, MASTERPLANNING, 
URBAN DESIGN, LANDSCAPE

SECTOR: ARTS & CULTURE

CLIENT: THE BLUECOAT

CONTRACTOR: KIER NORTH WEST

STRUCTURES: TECHNIKER

SERVICES: ERNEST GRIFFITHS

COST CONSULTANT: GLEEDS 

SPECIALIST CONSULTANTS: 
CONCEPT ARCHITECTS: BIQ ARCHITECTEN

LISTING: GRADE I  

AWARDS: 
2008 RIBA AWARD

2008 LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY AWARDS, 
SPORT, LEISURE, CULTURAL AND BEST LIVERPOOL BUILDING


