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Shakespeare North Playhouse, Prescot

SHAKESPEARE NORTH 
PLAYHOUSE, PRESCOT

Shakespeare North is a project of international significance that is firmly 
embedded in the local community. Performance, storytelling, learning, having 
a go and hanging out is stimulated and inspired by a recreated historic 
theatre which can transform to a contemporary space. The main auditorium 
is supported by a studio theatre, dramatic performance garden, public piazza, 
learning space and foyers with café and bar. 

The theatre takes its place on the international stage alongside other replica 
Shakespearian theatres including The Globe and Sam Wanamaker in London, 
and the Gdansk Shakespeare Theatre.

Located within the Conservation Area, at the heart of the town centre in 
Prescot, it celebrates a unique late sixteenth century theatre that once stood in 
the town, and theatre patronage by the Earls of Derby of Knowsley Hall during 
Shakespeare’s lifetime, in particular by Lord Strange. 

The new theatre recreates over 100 years of very early theatre building history, 
beginning with Henry VIII’s Cockpit in London of 1529-32 and culminating 
in the conversion to the Cockpit in Court theatre designed by Inigo Jones for 
Whitehall Palace, completed in 1629. 

From the early seventeenth century the original Cockpit was also used 
as a theatrical space, before becoming a permanent theatre in 1629. 
The Inigo Jones conversion comprised of two main components, a 2 
storey classical frons scenae, and a removable calico ceiling decorated 
with gold stars on a blue background. Both of these components are 
replicated, and can be dismantled to facilitate and recreate historical 
transformations across the 100 year time span.

The theatre can be transformed from its authentic candle-lit historical 
modes to a contemporary theatre with a full lighting grid that performs 
to the highest venue standards, and can be converted from a 330 seat 
End Stage layout to 450 seat In the Round configuration. 

The theatre auditorium is constructed in a green oak frame using 
traditional methods of construction. This precious centrepiece is housed 
in a concrete casket which is then wrapped with a linear contemporary 
building housing foyers and support spaces. The building footprint 
encloses the performance garden and addresses a new public piazza 
which is animated by the outdoor area of the café bar.

The unique scheme benefits from a bespoke sustainability strategy 
tailored to suit the complex combination of the recreated historic theatre 
with contemporary wrap-around building. Key themes for the strategy 
focused on mixed-mode environmental controls -  emphasising natural 
ventilation and daylighting, passivhaus targets for envelope insulation, 
public transport links, access and inclusive design, and responsible 
sourcing of materials.

This new landmark building is central to driving regeneration of Prescot 
and the wider region. At a National level it completes the Shakespearian 
triangle of London, Stratford Upon Avon and Prescot and harnesses and 
reinforces the enduring appeal of Shakespeare to attract visitors from 
across the globe.

The high quality and inclusive cultural programme planned by the new 
venue will target and engage new audiences and generations giving 
inspiration to all, It will operate an open doors philosophy and create a 
unique opportunity for the local community to adopt the theatre as their 
own and get involved in all aspects of its future operation.


