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The building is split across two levels, and 
works with existing topography to create 
a series of external terraces. KS1 and KS2 
classrooms are located at ground floor, taking 
advantage of expansive views down the 
Cynon Valley. Lower ground floor is dedicated 
to the new childcare facility, creating clear 
separation between this space and the main 
school building above.

The project involved extensive external works 
with new play areas, games court, parking 
area and footpaths. Sustainable drainage has 
been woven into the site, enhancing local 
ecology and creating a new learning resource 
for pupils.

The project was delivered to BIM level 2 with 
COBIE data assigned to 3D modelled assets, 
creating a database for future maintenance 
of the building. The BIM model was utilised 
throughout the engagement process, creating 
VR walkthroughs to engage end users and 
agree design proposals prior to construction.

The existing school building remained fully 
operational throughout the construction 
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Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Aberdâr is a Welsh medium primary school located 
on the outskirts of Aberdare, Rhondda Cynon Taf. The existing school has 
been expanded as part of the Local Authority’s drive to increase the provision 
of Welsh medium education. The building was extended with a new two 
storey building and a single storey hall extension. The two storey extension 
accommodates four new classrooms with associated cloak and WC facilities, 
a hall/studio and a new childcare facility. The hall extension creates a larger 
dining area to support the enlarged school. 

The scheme also involved extensive external works and the creation of a new 
hard surface play area, nursery play area, staff parking area, and a new path 
linking the Welsh medium childcare facility to the existing pupil drop off.
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Asphalt parking spaces

Paving Type A - Walkways
Concrete and natural aggregate flags

Tactile paving
Concrete

Paving Type B - Footpaths
Asphalt

Paving Type C - Play areas
Resin bound gravel

Wildflower meadow
Emorsgate Seeds EM3 Wildflower Mix

Amenity grass
Emorsgate Seeds EG22C Lawn Mix

Rain garden / Wetland planting
Emorsgate Seeds EM8F Wetland Mix with plug planting

Open swale

Hedge planting
Beech, Fagus sylvatica

Specimen tree Type B
Hornbeam, Carpinus betulus

Specimen tree Type A
Silver birch, Betula pendula
Oak, Quercus robur
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Specimen tree Type C
Bird cherry, Prunus padus
Small leaved lime, Tilia cordata
Field maple, Acre campestre
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existing vegetation
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Sensory garden -
Habitat improvement features 
including bug hotel, log piles and 
shrub planting. Interative play 
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Sprinkler tank and Pump House. 
Location and level TBC.

Proposed staff car park and new access 
road 21 spaces total (1 disabled)

Existing parent drop-off car park
21 spaces total
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Shrub planting / Sensory garden
English lavender - Lavandula angustifolia
Verbena - Verbena bonariensis
Hebe - Hebe
Rosemary - Salvia rosmarinus
Thyme - Thymus vulgaris
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with gated entrance
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Stepped access. Concrete steps and tactile paving 
with powder coated stainless steel handrail.
9 no. steps. 300mm going, 165mm riser. Flat 
landing at ramp access
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Twin electric car charging point

Existing mixed planting retained

Existing fence and 
grass verge retained

Existing grass verge retained

Retaining walls. Detail TBC
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Rev Description Drawn Checked Date Issued
P1 First issue for comment JD MW 15.01.21
P2 Cherry Court and Car Park footpath/ramp added. Issue for initial comment JD MW 27.01.21
P3 Updates to Meithrin footpath JD MW 02.02.21
P4 Redline boundary and carpark fencing noted MW JD 12.02.21
P5 Draft Planning Issue JD MW 03.03.21
P6 Minor updates to Meithrin footpath JD MW 05.03.21
P7 Retaining walls added, boundary treatment along Cherry Court updated and cycle store relocated JD MW 10.03.21

process. Austin-Smith:Lord worked closely 
with the contractor to develop a phasing 
strategy that would minimise disruption to 
the existing school operations, whilst also 
minimising potential increases in construction 
costs due to complexities of build and logistics.
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Two storey extension to facilitate classroom extensions together with a 
new purpose-built, fully accessible Welsh medium childcare facility
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new purpose-built, fully accessible Welsh medium childcare facility

Hall Extension

Existing Building 
Shaded White

Sprinkler Tank

C
herry C

ourt

La
bu

rn
um

 D
riv

e

North

Two storey extension 

Hall Extension
Existing Building 
Shaded White

0m 10m 20m 30m

Project

Description

Job No. Drawing No. Revision

Date

Drawn

Scale @ A1

Status
Drawings and models powered by 
Austin-Smith:Lord Ltd BIM using AutoDesk Revit

Austin-Smith:Lord Ltd
Architects Designers Planners
Landscape Architects
Port Of Liverpool Building
Pier Head, Liverpool
L3 1BY
t +44 (0)151 227 1083
e liverpool@austinsmithlord.com

DO NOT SCALE. Use figured dimensions only.
The contractor is requested to check all
dimensions before the work is put in hand.
©All copyrights Austin-Smith:Lord Ltd
This drawing must only be used for the purpose
for which it is supplied and its contents must not
be reproduced for any purpose without written
permission.
No areas indicated, or areas calculated from this
drawing should be used for valuation purposes
or as the basis for development contracts.
Austin-Smith:Lord Ltd is a limited company 
registered in England & Wales with registered 
number 11773049 Registered Office: Port of 
Liverpool Building Pier Head Liverpool L3 1BY

R

P4

As indicated

YGG Aberdare

Existing and Proposed Site Elevations Sheet 1

320025

MW

March 2021

S0
YGA- ASL- 00- ZZ- DR- A- 0105

1 : 200
Existing Southern Elevation1

1 : 200
Proposed Southern Elevation2

1 : 200
Proposed North Eastern Elevation4

1 : 200
Existing North Eastern Elevation3

North East
Elevation

South 
Elevation

Rev Description Drawn
Checke
d Date Issued

P1 Issued for Comment MW LG 15.01.20
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